The
Great
Forest
Guardian

Acknowledgement of Country
Aboriginal people have a strong and continuing connection
to the ancient forests where Leadbeater’s Possums play.
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of Leadbeater’s
Possum Country, and we thank them for caring for these
precious places. We pay our respects to them, their cultures,
and to their Elders.
We are all so lucky to play, learn and live on the lands and
in the waters of the oldest living cultures on Earth. We promise
to walk gently, respectfully and with kindness wherever we go.

When did Arwyn
become a forest guardian?
Perhaps she always was.
Strong sturdy roots
reach into the ground.
Branches like fingers,
stretched to the sky.

She sways in the swirling ancient air.
It smells of earth, damp leaves, mossy bark.

The first stars twinkle. Bats screech and flap.
Soon the forest fairies will come out to play.

Leadbeater’s Possums dart and flit
through her limbs.
‘The forest is disappearing,’
they whisper.

Pitter-patter, pitter-patter, drip-drop.
‘Arwyn, there are no more hollows.’

Arwyn rustles this message
over the tree tops.
The forest takes
a long, deep breath
and sighs as one.

It doesn’t stop
the tree line shrinking.
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Arwyn wonders
if possums can share?
Many animals need hollows.

Greater
Glider

Greater
Sooty
Owl
Yellow-bellied
Glider

‘We need our own old trees,
Space for a family and a bark nest.’

The tiny forest grows smaller.
Quiet, still, empty.
Sigh...
Perhaps it is time to leave.

Creak. Groan. Crack.
Her heavy roots lift from the soil.
Possums squeeze and sink into crooks.
Let’s find a new safe place.

She strides and plods and roams
across a brittle, thirsty land.

Quiet, still, empty.
Only the breeze murmurs.

What’s that through the smoke?
Branches like fingers stretched to the sky.
Another island of forest guardians.
A new safe place for us.

Arwyn reaches out for Ashy.
Is there space for my possums?
These little green boxes will do
while young saplings grow old.

Shaded, nurtured, protected.
It smells of earth, damp leaves , mossy bark.
Fresh thin roots search the ground.
Trunks grow up and up and up.

They sway in the swirling ancient air.
Soon the forest fairies will come out to play.
When did Arwyn become a forest guardian?
Perhaps she always was.

THE END
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Victoria’s Cold, WET forests

LEADBEATER’S POSSUM

Leadbeater’s Possums are found in the cold, wet aforests of Victoria’s central highlands, and some
lowland riparian forests in the Yarra Valley. This book focuses on their cold, wet forest habitat.
These forests are about 100km or 2 hours drive east of Melbourne. Victoria’s cold, wet forests are
special because they are full of towering trees like Mountain Ash, Alpine Ash and Shining Gums.
A healthy cool, wet forest has trees of all ages and a variety shrubs and ferns in its dense
understory. Animals that need hollows or like the safety of thick undergrowth love to live here.

Leadbeater’s Possums, or Forest Fairies,
are tiny but feisty marsupials. These
possums are smaller than an adult’s hand
and weigh less than an apple! They have
a black stripe down their back and
a club-shaped tail that they use to carry
nesting bark. Leadbeater’s are nocturnal,
which means they sleep through the
day and stay awake all night searching
food and friends. Their favourite foods
are saps, gum, honeydew and tiny
insects. They dance through the towering
treetops looking for these snacks.
Leadbeater’s live in ancient, majestic
forests and shelter in the hollows of big,
old trees like Arwyn the Mountain Ash.
Some Leadbeater’s love swampy
forests too, but most love our old, cold
forests. It’s important that we protect and
care for old trees with hollows so that
these fairy possums can find food, shelter
and raise a family.

The forest guardians Arwyn and Ashy are giant, old Mountain Ash trees. These ancient trees
need over 200 years to form hollows that are the right size for a family of Leadbeater’s Possums.
That’s a really long time – longer than we’ll be alive! We need to look after the places where grand
old trees like Arwyn and Ashy live right now, so there are hollows in the future. Unfortunately,
these forests can be threatened by the actions of people. Unsustainable logging removes whole
forests, including ancient trees with hollows. Climate change is making bushfires burn hotter,
for longer and often at the wrong time of the year. Victoria’s wet forests have not adapted to fire,
so if this continues, animals that need hollows won’t be able to find a home.
Parks Victoria Rangers, Friends of the Leadbeater’s Possum, volunteers and
other organisations take care of the magical, ancient forests left in Victoria.
They remove weeds and pests, plant native trees and stand up for the rights
of the forests. They even put nest boxes in trees as a last resort to help
possums find a home while waiting for trees to grow old and form hollows.
The cold, wet forests that
Leadbeater’s Possums love to live in.
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YELLOWBELLIED GLIDER
If Yellow-bellied Gliders are out
soaring through the eucalypt
treetops at night time, you’ll know
about it! These fluffy marsupials
have the loudest conversations
in the forest. They call to their
mates using startling shrieks and
gurgles. Yellow-bellied Gliders
make a parachute with their legs
and gliding membrane to travel
through the treetops. They make
a home among the gum trees,
nesting inside tree hollows.
These possums can’t resist a sugary
snack and will use their teeth
to bite into eucalypt tree trunks
and sip their sap. Victoria’s cold,
wet forests need to stay standing
so that Yellow-bellied Gliders
have enough space to soar, nest
and find food.
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GREATER GLIDER
Greater Gliders look like cuddly
teddy bears with their big eyes
and large furry ears. They are
Australia’s largest gliding marsupial
and they use these features
to move around at night time.
Their long, furry tails can be used
to grab and grasp as they jump
and glide through the forest.
Greater Gliders love to munch on
eucalypt leaves. These beautiful
creatures live in cold, wet forests
and shelter in the hollows of big,
old trees. We need to take care
of these ancient towering trees
so that there are enough hollows
to go around. A healthy cold,
wet forest with lots of different
sized hollows supports many
types of possums.

GREATER
SOOTY OWL
Greater Sooty Owls have magical,
mysterious and wise faces. Their
speckled, sooty body and white
chest help them to blend into
their nighttime habitat. You might
be lucky enough to hear their
‘falling-bomb’ call whistling through
tall, wet forests. These nocturnal
birds soar through the trees at
night looking for tasty climbing
animals like possums to snack on.
They build comfy nests and sleep
the days away in the hollows
of big, old trees. Taking care of
Victoria’s cold, wet forests means
that Greater Sooty Owls and other
forest animals will be able to
find the perfect hollow. Without
plenty of hollows for possums, we
might also lose these predators.

PINK ROBIN
Pink Robins are quiet little birds
with loud tummy feathers! Like
many birds, the males are more
colourful and use their bright pink
chests to find a partner. Female
Pink Robins are olive-brown all
over. These tiny tubby twitters lay
their eggs in wet forests. They
build nests from moss and spider
webs, using soft grass, ferns and
fur to make a comfy bed. What
amazing, tiny engineers! They
place their nests in mossy tree
forks close to the forest floor.
These birds don’t need hollows,
they need lots of thick shrubs in
the understory to protect their
nests and eggs.

You can show that you
love these animals by loving
their forest homes too!

Leadbeater’s Possums, Victoria’s Forest
Fairies, are our critically endangered state
faunal emblem and they need our help!
Caring for the ancient forests that
Leadbeater’s call home is important.
Their forests need at least two hundred
years of protection so that young
trees can grow old and form hollows.

HOW COULD YOU BE A FRIEND
FOR WILDLIFE?
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