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Brighton Harbour maintenance dredging  
Key information 
A joint maintenance dredging operation between Parks 
Victoria and the Royal Brighton Yacht Club is being 
conducted within the Harbour to remove a build-up of 
sand and ensure continued safe boating access.    
 
Planned to commence in mid November 2021, the 
dredging operation is expected to take about two to 
three weeks, subject to weather, during which time 
temporary boating access restrictions will apply within 
the harbour.   
 
Dredging is needed as coastal processes have caused 
sand accretion of the Brighton Dog Beach, a narrowing 
of the access fairway width from 30 to 15 metres, and 
some impact to safe navigation for recreational boaters 
and emergency services. 

Recognising the impacts of COVID-19 and extended 
closure of the Middle Brighton Pier for repairs, the 
Victorian Government is working with the Royal Brighton 
Yacht Club to support dredging of the access fairway, 
which lies partly outside the Club’s lease area, in 
preparation for the peak boating season.  The Club is 
responsible for maintaining access to the marina 
entrance.  
 
Middle Brighton Pier is undergoing vital repairs funded 
through the Victorian Government’s piers and jetties 
economic stimulus package.  Updates on the progress of 
works is available at parks.vic.gov.au/projects.  
  

What areas will be dredged?  

The primary dredging site is the access fairway near the 
sand spit which will take about 10 – 12 days, before 
moving to the secondary site at the northern marina 
entrance taking a further 2–3 days.  Around 10,000m3 of 
sand is expected to be extracted from two dredge areas 
and transferred via pipeline to the disposal area north 
east of the harbour where it can re-enter the natural 
longshore process.    



 

 

 

Is the dredged material contaminated?     

No. The dredged material is local sand that has washed 
into the access fairway from the adjoining beaches 
through local coastal processes.  Parks Victoria 
undertakes testing at all of its sites requiring 
maintenance dredging and complies with relevant 
environmental standards and approvals.  The quality of 
water will not be affected during dredging, but it may 
appear turbid (cloudy) until the sand settles.  This is 
similar to the turbidity experienced when strong wave 
action stirs up sand and sediments during storms.  

Why is the dredged sand dark in colour and why 
does it smell?    

The dredged sand is mobilised with a lot of water which 
helps with its transport.  Wet sand is darker than dry 
sand, regardless of its natural colour. Also, dredged 
sand often contains decaying aquatic plant material, 
such as seaweed, which sometimes gives the dredged 
sand a grey appearance and a mild odour.  These 
characteristics quickly change once the dredged 
sand has been exposed to air, sunlight and tidal 
processes.    

Can I still use the dog beach?   

Yes, you can still access the sand spit, also known as the 
dog beach, unless otherwise marked onsite.  Sections 
along the western end of the dog beach will be closed to 
the public during the dredging works for safety reasons. 
This area may remain closed for a short time after the 
works until the sand settles and stabilises.  All temporary 
beach closures will be clearly marked.   

For safety reasons, visitors should keep their pets away 
from the closed areas and prevent them getting close to 
any vessels or machinery operating in the area.  

Can I still swim in the harbour?     

The quality of water will not be affected during dredging, 
but it may appear turbid (cloudy) until the sand 
settles which may affect swimmer visibility.  For safety 
reasons, swimming within the harbour and near the 
deposit site is not recommended.  Swimmers should keep 
away from vessels or machinery operating in the area.  

Can I still use the marina?  

The marina entry will remain open while dredging takes 
place along the access fairway.  Entry to the marina may 
be temporarily restricted when the dredger is working 
around and near the end of the breakwater.  

Can I still use my boat in the harbour?  

Parks Victoria is working with the Royal Brighton Yacht 
Club and dredging contractor to minimise impacts.  
Mariners should expect temporary access restrictions 
during the works. Fairway access to the pier (when 
reopened) and hardstand may be restricted from time to 
time to enable works to be done as safely and as quickly 
as possible. Mariners must always proceed with caution 
around the dredge and be aware of floating or 
submerged pipelines.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Further information 

Changes to access will be communicated via onsite 
signage and Notice to Mariners.  For further queries, 
contact the Parks Victoria information centre on 13 1963, 
or email  dredging@parks.vic.gov.au. Owners of vessels 
located within the marina or hardstand should contact the 
Royal Brighton Yacht Club on (03) 5952 3092 to discuss 
potential impacts and alternative access arrangements for 
this period.  

 The safe side of passage is indicated by the double black diamond.  
A  double black ball indicates side to avoid.  A black ball, diamond, 
ball includes the vessel is restricted in maneuverability. 

Dredged sand is transferred through pipes to the deposit site. 


