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Concept designs completed for Bay Trail link in Point Cook 

 
The Victorian Government has committed $21 

million for the Urban Parks Active Wellbeing 

Program, to deliver vital facility upgrades in 21 

parks across Melbourne. 

This includes funding to create the missing link in 

the Bay Trail, between Sanctuary Lakes and Point 

Cook Coastal Park. People will now be able to 

walk, run or ride the popular shared-use path 

from Point Cook Coastal Park through to 

Williamstown.  

Project progress 

In late 2021 we undertook structural and 

geotechnical investigations of the area to help 

inform the design process. 

You can now take a look at the new shared use 

trail extension design, that will enable cyclists and 

keen runners and walkers to enjoy an 

uninterrupted journey between Williamstown and 

Point Cook Coastal Park along the Bay Trail.  

Over the coming weeks you may see our 

consultants from GHD undertaking some 

assessments around Sanctuary Lakes to help 

inform the detailed engineering design process.  

Concept design details  

The shared-use trail has been designed to 

minimise road crossings so that users can enjoy 

safe and easy access along the trail to our 

stunning coastal park. 

The trail extension will use an elevated 

boardwalk-style path on stilts to minimise ground 

disturbance and reduce any impacts on the 

surrounding RAMSAR wetlands and cultural 

heritage.   

The light footprint also means smaller and lighter 

machinery can be used during construction to 

minimise disruptions to the environment and local 

community. 



 

The design uses perforated aluminium screening 

that will enable light to pass through, whilst also 

minimising noise from the trail.  

The screening will be a visual feature with 

bespoke imagery of local birdlife and act as a 

physical barrier, protecting the local wildlife from 

dogs on their daily walks.  

A composite decking material will be used as it 

provides a sustainable, light weight material 

which is non-slip and long wearing. 

The new trail link will allow a gently sloping 4-

kilometre journey, accessible for users of all travel 

modes and abilities, and will be in keeping with 

the existing width and surfaces of the Bay Trail.  

 

Impacts to local residents 

The new trail will be constructed close to a small 

number of residential properties in the Sanctuary 

Lakes housing estate. We will continue to keep 

local residents informed on the design and 

construction of the trail.  

Local residents may experience some noise 

impacts during construction and temporary road 

closures may be required.  

 

Community pop-up event 

We will be hosting a community pop-up on 

Saturday, 14 May from 9:30-11:30am at 

Saltwater Coast Crocodile Park, where we will 

provide an overview of the project and answer 

any questions from the community. Please check 

the project webpage for event updates in case of 

poor weather.  

Project timeline 

• Concept designs released – April 2022 

• Detailed design process – Autumn 2022 

• Procurement – Winter 2022 

• Works commencing – Spring 2022 

• Project completion – Winter 2023 

Urban Parks Active Wellbeing Program 

In addition to the Bay Trail extension, this funding 

will see a variety of other asset upgrades tailored 

to 21 parks across Melbourne; including 

improvements at Point Cook Coastal Park.   

Upgrades planned for the park include upgraded 

or new: 

• picnic and barbecue shelters 

• drinking fountains 

• barbecues  

• picnic tables 

• playground equipment 

• toilets 

Wherever possible we are working towards 

making our park facilities more accessible, so that 

visitors with diverse needs can have a better 

visitor experience in our parks.  

Stay up to date 

We will share updates on our webpage as the 

project progresses. For more information or to 

subscribe for updates, please visit: 

www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects. 

You can also reach the project team by email on 

engage@parks.vic.gov.au or by phone on 13 1963.   

http://www.parks.vic.gov.au/projectsm
mailto:engage@parks.vic.gov.au

